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Gentlemen, 

Tlie  number  of  births  registered  in  the  Borough  during  the 
quarter  ending  March  31st,  1897,  was  only  247  (123  males,  124  females), 
as  against  265  in  the  same  period  of  last  year. 

The  birth-rate  for  the  quarter  was  only  17 To  per  thousand, 
compared  with  18‘64  in  1896,  and  an  average  since  1892  of  19T6. 

The  illegitimate  births  in  the  Registration  Sub-Districts  of  All 
Saints  and  St.  Mary-in-the-Castle — comprising  the  whole  of  the  Borough 
except  the  Parish  of  Blacklands— numbered  9,  being  3 '6  per  cent,  of  the 
totixl  births  registered  therein. 

The  natural  increase  of  population,  or  excess  of  births  over  deaths, 
was  57,  against  36  in  the  corresponding  period  of  1896. 

The  deaths  registered  in  the  Borouglx  during  the  past  quarter 
numbered  only  190  (85  males  and  105  females). 

This  i.s  the  lowest  number  of  deaths  registered  within  the  first 
quarter  for  several  years.  Nine  Parishioners  died  in  the  Workhouse 
Infirmary,  and  their  deaths  should  be  included  with  the  deaths  in  the 
Borough,  although  the  In.stitution  in  which  they  .occurred  lies  outside 
the  pre.sent  boundary  of  the  District.  On 'the  other  hand  the  deaths  of 
6  Non-parishioners,  which  occurred  in  the  Public  Institutions  of  the 
Borough,  should  be  excluded  ;  these  were  3  in  the  .East  Sussex  Hospital, 
and  3  in  the  Eversfield  Hospital.  The  corrected  number  of  deaths  is 
thus  193,  and  the  death-rate  subject  to  this  degree  of  correction  is  only 
13  40  per  thousand,  against  16T2  in  1896. 

Five  of  the  deaths— equivalent  to  2  6  per  cent,  of-  the  total — were 
not  certified  by  Medical  Attendant  or  by  Coroner. 

The  deaths  of  Visitors  were  33,  equal  to  17  per  cent,  of  the  total 
deaths  ;  but  no  correction  beyond  that  stated  above  is  made  for  the.se. 
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The  following  table  gives  the  estimated  population  of  each  parish, 
also  the  deaths  registered,  the  deaths  from  Zymotic  disease,  and  the 
approximate  death-rate  of  each  : 


Parish. 

Esti¬ 

mated 

Popula¬ 

tion. 

Deaths. 

Death- 

rate 

per  1000. 

Deaths 

from 

Zymotic 

Diseases 

At  all 
ages. 

Under 

1  year. 

1  and 
under  5. 

5  and 
under  60 

60  and 
upwards 

St,  Leonard  . 

7255 

27 

7 

1 

7 

12 

14-9 

2 

St.  Mary  Magdalen 

15500 

40 

5 

3 

12 

20 

10-3 

4 

Holy  Trinity . 

6000 

14 

1 

— 

5 

8 

9-3 

— 

St.  Andrew  . 

1676 

4 

— 

— 

3 

1 

9-5 

— 

St.  Mary-in-the-Castle  ... 

14000 

40 

7 

4 

12 

17 

11-4 

— 

St.  Mary  Bulverhythe  ... 

250 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

St  Michael  . 

334 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

St.  Clement . 

5000 

17 

7 

1 

4 

5 

13-6 

1 

All  Saints  . 

6798 

40 

8 

3 

13 

16 

23-5 

3 

Blacklands  . 

1550 

4 

— 

1 

1 

2 

10-3 

— 

Total  . 

.58363 

186 

35 

13 

57 

«, 

10 

There  are  seven  deaths  unaccounted  for  in  the  above  table,  6  of 
which  occurred  in  the  East  Sussex  Hospital,  and  1  in  the  Eversfield 
Hospital. 

Thirty-five  children  died  under  one  year  of  age,  being  144  per 
thousand  of  registered  births,  and  181  per  thousand  of  total  deaths. 

Inclusive  of  the  above,  the  deaths  of  48  children  under  five  years 
of  age  were  registered  during  the  quarter,  being  248  per  thousand  of  the 
total  number  of  deaths. 


The  following  table  shows  the  birth-rates  and  death-rates,  death-rates 
of  children,  zymotic  death-rates,  and  proportion  of  deaths  in  Public 
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lustitutious  in  1000  deaths  for  the  first  quarter  of  1897,  and  five 
preceding  years  at  this  quarter  : 


The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  deaths  at  all  ages  in 
January,  February  and  March,  1897,  from  certain  groups  of  diseases,  and 
proportions  to  1000  of  population,  and  to  1000  deaths  from  all  causes  ; 
also  the  number  of  deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age  from  other 
groups  of  diseases,  and  proportions  to  1000  births  and  to  1000  deaths 
from  all  causes  under  one  year  : 
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Division  I. 

(All  ages). 

Total  Deaths. 

Deaths  per 

1000 

of  Population 
at  all  ages. 

Deaths  per 

1000 

of  Total  Deaths, 
at  all  ages. 

1.  Principal  Zymotic  Diseases 

10 

0-69 

51 

2.  Pulmonary  Diseases  . 

33 

2-29 

171 

3.  Principal  Tubercular  Diseases 

31 

2T5 

160 

Division  II. 

(Infants  under  1  year). 

Total  Deaths. 

Deaths  per  1000 
of  Births. 

Deaths  per 

1000 

of  Total  Deaths 
under  One  Year. 

4.  Wasting  Diseases . 

11 

44-5 

314 

5.  Convulsive  Diseases  . 

9 

36-4 

257 

1.  Includes  Smallpox,  Measles,  Scarlet  Fever,  Diphtheria,  Whooping  Cough, 

Typhus,  Enteric  (or  Typhoid),  and  simple  continued  Fevers,  and  Diarrhcea. 

2.  Indudes  Pneumonia,  Pleurisy,  Bronchitis,  and  Influenza. 

3.  Includes  Phthisis,  Scrofula,  Tuberculosis,  Rickets  and  Tabes. 

4.  Includes  Marasmus,  Atrophy,  Debility,  Want  of  Breast  Milk,  and  Premature 

Birth. 

6.  Includes  Hydrocephalus,  Infantile  Meningitis,  Convulsions,  and  Teething. 

In  ordinary  circumstances  the  heaviest  mortality  of  the  year — 
probably  amounting  to  as  much  as  29  per  cent,  of  the  total  annual 
mortality — occurs  during  the  first  three  months  of  the  year  ;  but  during 
this  period  of  the  current  year  the  deaths  have  been  markedly  below  the 
usual  number.  The  death-rate,  13'40  per  thousand,  is  unprecedentedly 
low  for  the  first  quarter,  being  as  much  as  5 '40  per  thousand  below  the 
average  of  the  previous  five  years.  It  has  sometimes  occurred  that  a 
diminution  in  the  death-rate  has  indicated  an  empty  rather  than  an 
healthy  season,  but  the  low  death-rate  here  recorded  gains  additional 
value  from  the  fact  that  the  town  has  enjoyed  a  period  of  exceptional 
prosperity,  the  district  having  been  unusually  full  of  visitors.  The 
smallness  of  the  death-rate  is  chiefly  attributable  to  the  low  rate  of 
mortality  from  diseases  of  the  respiratory  organs,  the  deaths  recorded 
from  such  diseases  being  no  less  than  40  per  cent,  below  the  average. 
It  would  seem,  therefore,  that  rainy  and  dull  as  the  weather  has  been, 
the  climatic  conditions  have  been  remarkably  favourable  to  life,  probably 
owing  to  the  absence  of  any  prolonged  severity  of  cold.  The  deaths  from 
Zymotic  diseases  were  few,  numbering  only  10  in  all,  inclusive  of  8  deaths 
from  whooping  cough.  There  was  no  prevalence  of  any  notifiable 
disease,  no  case  of  typhoid  fever,  and  only  one  of  diphtheria  was  notified 
throughout  the  quarter. 

I  am.  Gentlemen, 


St.  Ltonards-on-Ssa, 

Ainl,  1897. 


Yours  faithfully, 

A.  SCARLYN  WILSON,  D.P.H., 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


